
 
 

 

 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT 7:30pm ON MONDAY 13th FEBRUARY 2016 
AT BANWELL VILLAGE HALL 

 

 
PRESENT: Councillors Jim Weston (Chairman), Jo Arnold, Paul Blatchford, 

Steve Davies, Phil Hale, Paul Harding, Dawn Parry and Michael 

Poole. 

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs Liz Shayler (Locum Clerk). 

WARD COUNCILLOR:  Cllr Jerry O’Brien 

PRESS REPRESENTATIVE: None 

AVON & SOMERSET POLICE: None 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:  5 

 

23/17 To Welcome Cllr Dawn Parry and to receive the signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
(Agenda item 1) 

 
The Chairman welcomed Cllr Parry who read and signed the declaration of office. 

24/17  To receive apologies for absence (Agenda item 2) 
 

Apologies were received from Parish Councillors Angela Haden, Paul Bateman & District Cllr 
Ann Harley 

 
25/17 To receive members’ declarations of interest on any agenda item.  (Agenda item 3) 

 
Due to working at the school Cllr Arnold declared an interest in agenda item 18 
Due to living near to the property Cllr Hale declared an interest in agenda item 28 (iii) 
 

 
26/17  To invite public participation (Agenda item 4) 
 

i) Members of the public. 

 The Clerk was asked if she could find out what was happening about the development 
of the old Banwell toilets located on West Street.  

 The Clerk was asked to contact North Somerset concerning some rubbish which had 
been deposited at the end of Holders Way on the pavement along Castle Hill 

 
   Community Beat Manager’s report. 
   No Police staff were present and a report has not been received 
 

Ward Councillor’s report. 
Cllr O’Brien updated the council on the situation at Riverside.  Cllr Harley had been in contact 
with the head of Streets and Open Spaces.  They could not determine a cause for the excess 
water which has appeared in this location.  Some drainage work could be undertaken (cost 
around £3k-£5k) with the surface water being drained away.  Although North Somerset 
accepted this is an adopted road and therefore falls within their remit, their constrained budgets 
mean they have to concentrate on drainage works where there is a threat to people’s 
properties.   There was a suggestion that if Parish were prepared to pay for this work then they 
would undertake it.  The Clerk agreed to put it as an agenda item later in the year.   

27/17 To approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held 
on 9th January 2017 (Agenda item 5) 



 
 

 

Resolved – That the minutes be approved as a correct record of the meeting. 

The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unanimous 2 abstention due to 

not being a councillor at the time & absence). 

The minutes of the meeting were signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 

28/17 To note the minutes of the Cemetery Committee meeting minutes from the 24th January 
2017 (Agenda item 6) 

   
  The minutes were noted 

 
29/17 To agree the motion from the Cemetery Committee to remove the trees adjacent to the 

East Wall in the Cemetery (Agenda item 7).  
 

Standing Orders were suspended to allow the village orderly to contribute to the discussion on 
this item. 

 
  Standing orders were reinstated. 
 

To defer this item until the late summer.  Advice to be sort when the annual tree survey is 
undertaken    

 
30/17 To note the employment Committee meeting minutes from the 6th February 2017 

(Agenda item 8) 
   
  The minutes were noted 
 

31/17  To ratify the appointment, by the employment committee, of the Locum Clerk Liz 
Shayler as Clerk to Banwell Parish Council (Agenda item 9).  

 
 Resolved: Ratify the appointment, by the employment committee, of the Locum Clerk Liz 

Shayler as Clerk to Banwell Parish Council. 

The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (8 in favour with 1 abstention) 

32/17  To nominate a Councillor to serve on the employment committee; (Agenda item 10)  

Resolved – for Cllr Parry to join the employment committee 

The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (Unanimous) 

33/17  To review and approve the following documents; (Agenda item 11) 
 

(i) Financial Regulations 
 
Resolved – To approve the Financial Regulations with amendments 
  
The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unanimous). 
 

(ii) Financial Risk Assessment  
 
Resolved – To approve the Financial Risk Assessment with amendments 
 
The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unanimous). 
 

(iii) Reserves Policy 
 



 
 

 

Resolved – To approve the Reserves Policy with amendments 
 
The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unanimous). 
 

(iv) Standing Orders 
 
Resolved – To approve the Standing Orders with amendments 
 
The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unanimous). 

 
(v) Disciplinary Procedure 

 
Resolved – To approve the Disciplinary Procedure. 
 
The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unanimous). 
 

(vi) Grievance Procedure  
 
Resolved – To approve the Grievance Procedure.  
 
The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unanimous). 
 

(vii) How to deal with Complaints from an outside body policy 
 
Resolved – To approve the How to deal with Complaints from an outside body 
Policy with amendments. 
 
The resolution was correctly proposed and seconded (unanimous). 

 
34/17  To receive the Clerk’s report/Exchange of information: (Agenda item 12) 
 

(i) Exhumation and reinterments 
The Clerk informed the council that the exhumations and most of the reinterment’s had taken 
place.  The repositioning of the gravestones for these will be started next week.  Four 
families are left to decide a date when they can be present for the reinterment’s.   

 
(ii) Portable Vehicle Activated Signs Rollout 

The Clerk informed the council that the Vehicle activated sign had now been removed.  The 
figures were –  

 Knightcott Road – 14412, 12419, 12351 

 Castle Hill – 13681 

 East street leaving the village – 5441 

 East Street entering the village – 7549, 7504, 7672 
 

(iii) Mobile Phone Public Consultation 
The Clerk informed the council that they had over 80 responses to the survey covering about 
50% of the postcodes of the central part of the village.  North Somerset have kindly agreed 
for the Clerk to use their mapping system to create coverage maps for the village for each 
mobile provider. 

 
(iv) Land Registry 

The Recreation Ground, the land that the Village Hall is located on and the Cemetery had 
been sent off by the Clerk to land registry.  She had received confirmation that two of them 
were being processed but that they were experiencing high volumes of applications at the 
moment. Unfortunately, a statutory declaration was required for the cemetery which the clerk 
will organise and send off next week.  

 
(v) Commonwealth Day 



 
 

 

Tom Couch from the British Legion said he was happy for the Parish Council to erect the flag 
on Commonwealth Day.  The Clerk was asked to contact the neighbours to explain what will 
be happening.  

 
(vi) Lights around the village 

The Clerk had asked the Parish Councillors to check monthly on the Parish Council owned 
lights located near to where they lived.  Maps had been provided.  No issues were noted at 
the present time. 

 
(vii) Love Banwell 

The Clerk to attend the initial meeting in March to see how the Parish Council can become 
involved. 
 

(viii) Contribution from North Somerset concerning the yellow lines along High Street and 
Church Street. 
The Parish Council had suggested to North Somerset that lines were painted along High 
Street and Church Street.  North Somerset have written back asking for a contribution of 
£48.50.  The council agreed to put this on next month’s agenda for ratification. 

 
(ix) Work to be completed along Littlefield’s Avenue. 

The Clerk and the Chairman had met with North Somerset Highways on Friday concerning 
work to be carried out around the village.  It is anticipated that the closure of Littlefields 
Avenue will potentially cause problems accessing the school (depending on the Easter 
Holiday).  The Clerk will work with the Village Hall and the School to minimise the impact this 
will cause on the school run. 

 
(x) Work completed along High Street  

The Chairman reported to council that he had looked at the work along High Street and that 
it had not been completed correctly.  The tarmac has been replaced incorrectly meaning that 
the water is still heading towards the property along High Street.  The speed hump in this 
location (probably one of the most important as it is at the back entrance to the school) has 
been tarmacked over making it ineffective.  The white lines for the ghost pavement and part 
of the keep clear sign were also missing.  The Clerk was asked to write to North Somerset 
explaining the councils concerns and asking that the situation be rectified.   
 

(xi) Banwell Schools Life Skills Group request  
Banwell Schools Life Skills Group had written to the chairman requesting money to help set 
up the allotment that they had been given.  The Clerk was asked to put it as an agenda item 
for March.  A reply would be sent to The Life Skills Group and copied into the head. 

 
(xii) The Queens Garden Centre 

Banwell was selected as one of the two town / parish councils to represent North Somerset 
at the Queens Annual Garden Party.  The Chairman would be representing the Council with 
his wife.  The Clerk was asked to look at how the council could make a financial contribution 
to the trip.   

 
(xiii) Church Street Drain 

Cllr Blatchford brought to the council attention that the drain in Church Street needed to be 
looked at as water comes out of the gullies when it rains.   

 
(xiv) Refuse and recycling 

The refuse and recycling has not been collected on Church Street again this week due to the 
road closure.  The Clerk said she will contact North Somerset.  Cllr Parry also informed the 
council that the present contractors were leaving rubbish on route.  District Cllr O’Brien 
informed the meeting that North Somerset were in the process of changing contractors and 
were experiencing problems with the present contractors.  He asked if any problems could 
be photographed and then sent to North Somerset.   

 
35/17 To agree whether the Parish Council is going to mark ‘Spring Clean’ between the 3rd 

and 5th March as part of the ‘Keep Britain Tidy’ initiative. (Agenda item 13) 




